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a w a r d s  f i n a l i s t s

URAC congratulates the Best Practices Awards Finalists who will be featured in education sessions during this conference.

Best Practices Conference and Awards

a w a r d s  j u d g e s

URAC would like to thank the prestigious 
panel of Best Practices Awards Judges 
for sharing their talents and expert 
knowledge in this process. 

Patricia Adams
National Pharmaceutical Council

Jeanne Boling, MSN
Independent Consultant

William Braithwaite, MD, PhD
Health Information Policy Consultant

Judith A. Cahill
Academy of Managed Care Pharmacy

Yosuke Chikamoto, PhD
Health Fitness Corporation

Connie Commander, RN
Case Management Society of America

Francois de Brantes
Bridges to Excellence

Dee Edington, PhD
University of Michigan

Jeri Gillespie
National Association of Manufacturers

Jack Hoadley, PhD
Georgetown University

Peter R. Kongstvedt, MD
Accenture

David Lansky, PhD
Markle Foundation

H. Stephen Lieber, CAE
Healthcare Information and Management 
Systems Society

Mary Madison
Madison Consulting Group, LLC

Jack Mahoney, MD
Pitney Bowes, Inc.

Tracey Moorhead
DMAA: The Care Continuum Alliance

David B. Nash, MD, MBA
Thomas Jefferson University

Susan V. Penfield
Booz Allen Hamilton

Laurel Pickering, MPH
New York Business Group on Health

Michael Pine, MD
Michael Pine and Associates

Patricia Salber, MD, MBA
Center for Practical Healthcare Reform

Joshua Seidman, PhD
Center for Information Therapy

Michael J. Thompson, FSA, MAAA
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLC

Grace-Marie Turner
Galen Institute, Inc.

Deborah Unger, RN
State Employees’ Insurance Board

Sue Willette
Mercer Health and Benefits

Chair: Thomas W. Wilson, PhD, DrPH
Trajectory HealthCare, LLC
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Best Practices Conference and AwardsConference Information

a w a r d s  a n d  d i n n e r  g a l a 

URAC cordially invites you to attend the 2008 Best Practices 

Awards and Dinner Gala scheduled for 6:30 pm – 10:00 pm 

on Tuesday, March 25, 2008 at the Rosen Shingle Creek 

Hotel in Orlando as we recognize and present awards to all 

Finalists at this black-tie event.

e x h i b i t  h a l l 

Program sponsors and exhibitors will showcase the latest 

solutions which may best support your future award winning 

program.

e x h i b i t o r s  a n d  s p o n s o r s 

There is no better way to connect your company’s products 

and services to the brightest stars in consumer empower-

ment and protection than by participating in exhibiting and 

sponsorship opportunities. A wide range of sponsorship 

levels and exhibit opportunities give you multiple options to 

invest in this first-ever program spotlighting best practices. 

To discuss exhibiting and sponsorship opportunities, includ-

ing customized options, please contact exhibiting@urac.org 

or call (800) 979-4223 or (954) 783-5628.

r e g i s t r a t i o n  f e e s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n 

For registration policies and to register online, visit  

www.urac.org. Media passes and group discounts are 

available. For more information, inquiries or special needs 

requests, please contact education@urac.org or call  

(202) 216-9010.

conference, awards and dinner gala  .   .   .   .   . $900

awards and dinner gala (only)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         $300

h o t e l ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n

a n d  a t t r a c t i o n s 

A limited number of guest rooms are available for conference 

participants at the Rosen Shingle Creek Hotel at a discounted 

rate of $209 per night plus tax. To make hotel reservations, 

please contact the hotel directly at (866) 996-6338 before  

February 24, 2008 and request the URAC Group Rate.

Rosen Shingle Creek Hotel 

9930 Universal Blvd. 

Orlando, Florida 32819 

www.rosenshinglecreek.com 

(866) 996-9939

Reservations (866) 996-6338 

Please visit www.urac.org for information on discounts for 

ground transportation and theme park tickets.
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l i n d a  e l l e r b e e 

Award-Winning Journalist/ 
Television Producer

Tuesday, March 25, 2008

1:45 pm – 3:00 pm

Empowering the Health  
Care Consumer: A Patient’s 
Experience

Linda Ellerbee is an outspoken journalist, award-winning  
television producer, best-selling author, a breast cancer  
survivor, a mom, and a grandmother.

Ellerbee began her career at CBS, and then moved to NBC 
News where, after years covering national politics, she pioneered 
the late-night news program NBC News Overnight, which 
she wrote and anchored. Overnight was cited by the duPont 
Columbia Awards as “the best written and most intelligent news 
program ever.” In 1986, Ellerbee moved to ABC News to anchor 
and write Our World, a weekly primetime historical series. Her 
work on Our World won her an Emmy.

In 1987, Ellerbee and Rolfe Tessem, her partner, quit network 
news to start Lucky Duck Productions, first producing documen-
taries for PBS. In 1991, Lucky Duck began producing Nick News 
for Nickelodeon with Ellerbee writing and hosting. Seventeen 
years later, Nick News is watched by more children than watch 
all other television news shows put together—and has earned 
honors traditionally associated with adult programming. Known 
for the respectful and direct way it speaks to children about the 
important issues of our time, Nick News has collected three Pea-
body Awards (including one personal Peabody given to Ellerbee 
for her coverage of the Clinton investigation), a duPont Colum-
bia Award and five Emmys.

Ellerbee’s first foray into books for kids, an eight-part fiction se-
ries entitled Get Real, published in 2000, won her raves among 
middle school readers. Both of Ellerbee’s previous adult books—
And So It Goes, a humorous look at television news, and Move 
On, stories about being a working single mother, a child of the 
‘60s and a woman trying to find some balance in her life—have 
been national best sellers. Ellerbee’s newest book, also a best 
seller, Take Big Bites: Adventures Around the World and Across 
the Table, is a humorous account of her love of travel, talking to 
(and eating with) strangers, and, according to Ellerbee, “oh, just 
making trouble in general.” 

As a breast cancer survivor, Ellerbee travels thousands of miles 
each year giving inspirational speeches to others. She is as direct 
with women as she is with kids; they understand that she under-
stands their lives. 

m i c h a e l  r o i z e n  m . d . 

Bestselling Author/Co-Founder  
and Chairman, RealAge, Inc.

Wednesday, March 26, 2008

9:00 am – 10:15 am

The Smart Patient: A Provider’s  
Perspective on Consumer  
Empowerment

Michael F. Roizen, M.D., is the creator of RealAge, Inc., a 
consumer-health media company and provider of personalized 
health information and management tools that motivate health-
conscious people to look, feel, and “live life to the youngest.” 
RealAge has been featured on national radio and television 
programs including 20/20, Good Morning America, The Today 
Show, and The Oprah Winfrey Show. Its interactive website, 
www.RealAge.com, addresses health and wellness issues, and 
the RealAge “Tip of the Day” is subscribed to by over 1.9 million 
people in the United States. 

The author of the #1 New York Times bestselling first edition 
of RealAge: Are You As Young As You Can Be?, Dr. Roizen is 
the coauthor, with Dr. Mehmet Oz, of the #1 New York Times 
bestseller You: The Owner’s Manual. Highly regarded, RealAge 
was awarded the Books for a Better Life Awards’ Best Wellness 
Book of 1999 and has been translated into 22 languages, and 
achieved #1 status in four other countries. Dr. Roizen’s second 
book, written with John La Puma, MD, The RealAge Diet: Make 
Yourself Younger with What You Eat also became a New York 
Times bestseller. He has published a third book, Cooking The 
RealAge Way with Dr. La Puma, and his fourth book is The Real-
Age Makeover. His most recent bestseller with Dr. Oz is You: The 
Smart Patient.

As one of the nation’s top physicians, he is chair of the Division 
of Anesthesiology, Critical Care Medicine, and Comprehensive 
Pain Management at the Cleveland Clinic. Past chair of a Food 
and Drug Administration advisory committee, he has been an 
editor or associate editor for six medical journals; has published 
more than 155 peer-reviewed scientific papers; 100 textbook 
chapters; 30 editorials; and four medical books (one a ‘medical’ 
bestseller, translated into 13 languages). He has also been issued 
12 U.S. patents and several foreign patents. 

After nine years on the faculty at the University of California, San 
Francisco, he started and was medical director of the Chicago 
Program for Executive Health. He also chaired the top 10 rated 
department of Anesthesia and Critical Care at the University of 
Chicago. He then became Dean of the School of Medicine and 
Vice-President for Biomedical Sciences at SUNY Upstate Univer-
sity. He is now CEO of The Biotechnology Research Corporation 
of Central New York.
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